SECRETARY'S. 
MONTHLY 
LETTER 


Copyright, 1948, »y Nautical Research 
gg Guild. All rights reserved. No part 
May be reproduced in any form without: 

permission. 


Ae Nash, 20 8. Baldwin 
: Sierra Madre, California” 


Volume I August, 1948 
& MODEL OF THE. "PRINCE ROYAL" 
Edwin J. Hipkiss 


Because of his admiration of sailing vessels, hic interest 
in historical accuracy, and as adventures in delicate: craftemen- 
ship, Mr. J. Re Whittemore of Santa Barbara, California, hae 
made several extraordinary ship models. His model of the ARK 
ROYAL of 1587 is owned by the City Art Museum of St. Louis. 


A study of Inglish ships led him to believe that there was 
no model in existence to represent the fifty year period between 
the building of the ARK ROYAL in 1587 and the SOVEREBIGNE of 1637, 
As the important PRINCE ROYAL was built in 1610, a model of this 
ship seemed decidedly worth making. Warships of this period were 
remarkable for their hulls, their embellishment, and for their 
fine sailing gear. Up to the year of its ieunching, the PRINCE 
ROYAL was the largest ship ever built; and it was a symbol of 
national pride as well as a righting ship-of-the-line. "She" was 


Reprinted by permission from the Bulletin of the Museum of Fine 
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named for Henry, Prince of iJales, who died two years later. The 
brother who succeeded him as heir-—appearent was crowned in 1625 
as King Cherles I. The PRINCE ROYAL and even the great SOVER- 

' BIGNE of seventoon yoars lator worse both dosignod by tho distin- 
guishod Phinoas Pott. 


In the making of his modol#, Mire Whittomore gathered the 
data ho roquirod from many sovrees. Specialists in the fiold, 
such as Mre Re Ce Anderson of Southampton, England, gladly assis— 
tod, and oxact particulars on tho original ship wore socurod from 
tho records of the British Admiralty, tho Royal Naval Museum at 
Groonwich, the Science Muscum at South Konsington, and tho Navy 
Rocords Socioty. His studics began in 1934 and the modol was not 
comploted until twolvo yoars lator, Docembor, 1946, 


Thero are many sovontcenth century paintings of the PRINCE 
ROYAL, .at loast ton, and photographs of sovon of thom wore seculr= 
ede Important onos for cloarly shown dotails are tho broadside 
end storn viows paintod by tho Dutch painter, Hondrick Cornolioez 
Vroom (1556-1640), now the proporty of tho Franz Hals Museum at 
Haarlem. Another storn view is shown in tho background of a por= 
trait of Phineas Pott in tho National Portrait Gallory in London. 
It is interesting to noto that Foett's formulac used for the dovel— 
opmont of the PRINCE ROYAL's htll wore usod over throo centurios 
lator by Mre Whittomore in forning the hull of his modol. 


At the Admiralty tho itomizod particulars of rigging end tho 
dimonsions of masts and spars ero preserved among its rocords and 
theso havo boon followod in tho modol of the PRINCB ROYAL built 
at a scalp of 3/16 of an inch to tho foot. ‘ 


A socond version of its scalo is 1/64 of an inch to tho inch; 
this moans that a lino which was ono inch in diamotor in tho ship 
is but 1/64 of an inch in diamctor on tho modol. All linos of 
this diamotor or loss had to bo mado of silk; thoso ovor 1/64 of 
an inch aro of linen. Furthormoro, all linos of the rigging aro 

' not only right in gcalo, but also in stranding; and a miniaturo 
ropo machino was built ospocially to accomplish this acouracy a% 
small scalo. 


Mr. Whittomoro writos: "Thoro is no knotting in tho linos. 
All blocks aro oithor soizod or oyo-splicod; in fact, oyo-—splicos, 
Clove hitchos, shoot bonds, timbor hitchos, bowlinos, wall and 
crown knots woro usod as roquired. Every lino noodod to oporato 
tho ship is in placo, and thoro aro 175 linos bolayod at tho pin 
rails. In rattling down tho shrouds, 2836 clovo hitchos ware mado. 
I counted them." 


The Navy Records Socioty supplied a copy of the original bill 
© dimonsions of tho modol aro as follows: 47 1/16" long; 
17 3/4" wido; 36 1/8" high. : 
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for the PRINCE ROYAL's carving and hundreds of items are listed, 


from the figurehsad of St. George and the Dragon to the. Royal 
armg on the stern. 


Through a comparison of the details in Vroom's paintings 
with the bill for carvirg, practically all the heraldic: devices 
were identified and correctly placod. Since the gonoral infor- 
mation on armorial details was found in "“black-and white" the 
colors had to bo dotormined and this ontailod a considorablo~ 
study of British horaldry. fo quoto lir. Whittemore: "In the. 
panols arc tho goldon winds, the Winds OR of tho Windsors, tho 
porticullis or one of tho two doors of the Tudors, tho Scotch 
broom or planta gonosta of the Plantagonots, and too tho Scotch 
thistlo eppoars." Tho initiels P H aro, obviously, thoso of 
young Honry, Princo of Wales, tho Honricus Princops of: documents 


and 


The modol wae Musoum of Arte ay Mr. Frod- 
orick C. Fostor of Boston. 


A NOTE ON SHIP MODEL DECORATION 
J. Re Whittotoro 


I might say for the bonofit of ship modclors who go in for 
theso highly docoratod ships shat I modoled figures in wax on 
glass. as pattorns, thon cast thoroupon a mold of dontal plastor 
(soluablo in hot wator) and then stuffod the mold with plastic 
wood. Starboard patterns on-ono sido of the glass and port on 
the othor. I used old dontal tools as blanks and ..ground many 
carving tools from thom. About ono quartor of the job was loarn- 
ing how and gotting tho matorial I wantod. 


A NOTE ON FISHERMAN'S RIGGING 


Wosloy Goorgo Fiorcow 


Halliards in Jib and Jumbo come down to port pinrail and 
tho whips dawn to starboard pinrail. Throat helliards on both 
forosail and mainseil como down to port fiforeil and thoir whips 
down to starboard pinrail. Ziforails aro around foro and main- 
mast. Poak hallierds on both forosail and mainsail (hauling ond) 
down to starboerd-fifcreail and thoir whips down to port pinrail. 
Tho four pinreils ere just iaside tho rails whore tho shrouds 
como down to port and sterboard, both fore and main. Downhauls | 
for Jumbo to port, ant Jib to. starboard. 


Georgo Piorco, author of Goin' “Fishin! (ariue Rosearch 
Socicty Publicetion Noe 26) has sinco passed away. 
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THE SEAL ROCKS SHIP MODEL EXHIBIT 


Carl Te Nunan 


Thoso who know bowlinos from buntlines will find the George 
Ke Whitnoy Collection of ship models displeyod in tho Soal Rocks 
Ship Modol Exhibit, noxt door to the historic Cliff House in San 
Francisco, ono that will intrigue thoir intorost, fascinato and . 
haunt thoir momorioes. In fact, from obsorvations within tho ship 


_modol exhibit, we conclude that those who heave gono down to tho 


soa in ships don't languish much just because thoy aro now locat- 
od on the boach - thoy come in groat numbors, daily, just to wan=- 
dor knowingly from ono modol to anothor = to linger, and whon tho 
occasion permits, to surreptitiously finger some model, on the 
Original of which they may have sailed before the mast. Nor is 

it an uncommon sight to seo an old soa dog, who thinks he is un=- 
observed, "boxing the conpass" which came from the OHIOAN when 

she ran aground just north of tho Cliff House. These models whici 
delight and onchant them, keep them sea-goin' in their aspirations. 


On entering the oxhibit your attention is immediately arroes- 
ted by a romarkable model of the famous old clipper ship FLYING 
CLOUD. It is berthed at a wharf, at the edge of which is a long 
warehouse, a Wells Fargo office, a ship chandlery and in the back- 
ground a panorama of the City. This model, of the spesdy old clip- 


- per turned out in the McKay Yards, Bast Boston in 1850 and which 


is credited with sailing 374 milos in 24 hours, is beautifully - 
made to scale and minute detail. Opposite this model one secs a 
huge collection of battle wagons of this cra — and gunboats of a 
past cra. All of those modols which ombrace destroyers, cruisers, 
submarines, PT boats, battleships and all typos floatod by the 
Navy, are, in a paronthosis, oxquisitoly fashioned by an artisan 
who definitoly knew his ships. Sprinkled throughout the oxhibit 
one finds so many articles to captivate his fancy = a collection of 
famous launching invitations, among them, for the gunboats MARI-~ 
ETTA and WHEELING, cated March 18, 1897. For the battleship ORE- 
GON, Octobor 26, 1893. For the monitor MONTEREY - the armored 
coastline battleship WISCONSIN, Novembor 26, 1898 — the armored 
cruisor CALIFORNIA, April 28, 1904 — for the launching of tho 
CHARLESTON, first stecl cruiser built on the Pacific Coast - the 
ferry boat BERKELEY, 1898 - the harbor defense Monitor No. 10, 
WYOMING, September 8, 1900 = the battleship OHIO, 1901 - tho tor- 
podo boat destroyer PERRY - and all issuod by the Union Iron Works 
in San Francisco. A display of knots — medals — picture gallerios 
dopicting overy type of ship used by man ~ outrigger canoes — 
hineso junks — galleons — frigates — privateers - an ancient 


steering whoel taken in the long ago, from a sailing ship that 


foundorod on tho Coast. Here, also, you will find the steering 
wheel that came from the FRANK H. BUCK, that plucky old ship that 
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defied the German submarinos end limped into port badly shaken, 
only to meet an untimely end cn the jagged rocks north of the 
Cliff House. A unique and intriguing three-master, crudely 
fashioned at the hands of prisoners confined on Devil's Island 
(french penal colony), from scraps of wood they collected and 
nothing morc than somo so called knives they were able to make. 
Perhaps, nothing in the ontire colloction was more tenderly cre- 
ated than this crude bit of work, for. in it one can sense the 
utter hoplessness that engulfed thom as they labored to make an 
object, that if larger, could havo meant escapo and froodom. 


Some of the models, to which wo were attracted, and they are 
but a fow of those on display, woro the S. S. VATERLAND — built 
in Germany and internod during World War I and lator converted 
to a troopship and ronamed the LEVIATHAN — one of her as the 
LEVIATHAN, her docks crowdod with fighting mon = a mastorpiccoa,. 
Tho British DE GRATIA, a throo masted square rigger = the CEN- 
TRALIA, @ lumbor schoonor that plyod coastal waters = the SOV- 
BRBIGN OF THE SBAS, prido of King Charles I, of Bmgland, and 
@ whose kool was laid in 1636. A dolightful model of tho U. Ss. 3S. 
CONSTITUTION - tho CYGNUS, a sido-whooler forry boat that opor= 
ated in Now York Harbor =— the PRESIDENT ROCSsVlLT - tio NORTH 
STAR, a modol to bowitch anyone. Tho Re Ce REIKMARS, a four- 
masted squaro rigger, with ite hull ribbed and planked - tho 
work of a rotired soa captain. An EC-2 Liborty cargo vossol, 
built by T. B. Chandlor of Compton, California, It is a radio- 
controlled working model at a scale of 1/4 inch to tho foot. 
The radio recoiver, motors, battories, lighting unit, transform- 
or, whistlo, soloctor, oscillator, ruddor control and all rolays 
aro installed within the modol. It was originally namod the 
BILLY MITCHELL, under which name its ceremonial launching was . 
hold in Gon. Douglas MacArthur Park (Ed. note = Westlake Park to 
Angolonos), Los Angolos, on lay 29, 1943, whoro it was operated 
under full radio control. Tho barkontines MEBRACK and MERCEDES - 
tho clippor ship SOUTHERN CROSS - tho BISMARK, German battleship 
brought here in 1912 = tho famous old Rovonuo Cutter BBAR - the 
PRBUSSEN, a fivo-mastod Gorman. 


One that no doubt moots with more approval with thoso who 
have never experioncod soa logs is the model of the QUEHN MARY 
passing undor a replica of the Goldon Gato Bridgo. It has all 
of the eye appeal to make it a favorito, as has tho model of the 
Fronch liner NOHMANDIE, which was later called tho U. S. S. LA- 
FAYETTE, and tho Matson's MARIPOSA and LURLINE. 


And woe note, too, that when the old seafarers leave the ship 
model exhibit, they sail into the Soquoia Loungo in’ the — 
House to "splico aod main brace", 
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SBA CANNON THROUGH THE AGES. 
Winthrop Pratt, Jr. 


HAIL-SHOT PISCE. Signifies the use rather than a type of gun. 

Hail shot seems to have been the cubical lead "dice-shot", 
some of the lighter guns being charged with a quantity of’ it, 
the effect was not unlike a shat-gun on a larger scale. [I 
find no examples of guns being specifically designed for this 
type of shot, nor do I find authority for the supposition that 
the guns were bored "square" for it. (It has sometimes been 
mentioned that round shot were for ar Tnene and square shot 
for Heathens and Unbolievorsl) 


PART V. 


HAND=GUN. Class of sma:.l firearms including the caliver, blun- 
derbus, espingar, arquebus, bombardelle, fowler, wall—piece, 
musket, musketoon, shrimp, flanker, port pieces, and perhaps 
the petriera a braga& orgue or organ-pipe, and leather gun. 

Generally speaking, «. gun used by One man and not mounted on a 

carriage or bed. 


HARGABUSACROCKe Capt. .ohn Smith's spelling of Arquebus a Croo, 
which 


HOOP GUN or HOOPED GUN. Denotes the type of construction embody= 
ing the principle of a tube with reinforcing rings or hoops — 
shrunk or welded around it, as differentiated from those guns 
which woro cast in oo pioce.e Tho oarly mortars, bombards, 
curtals, etc. were 02 this type, as were also some of the Civil 
War pieces. 


HOWITZER. After its Geman inventor, Howitz. It was more Gommon= 

ly a land gun, but was often used at sea in the 18th and early 
19th centuries, and is often mentioned as used by both Ameri- 
can and British during our Revolution. It resembled the nor= 
tar, but had trunnions in tha middle of its length instgad of 
at the base, and was lighter and of smaller caliber than the 
sea-mortar. Harly records indicate that some were swivel- 
mounted. 


JINGAL. A Chinese brass swivel gun of 1 7/8" bore. It was a 
breech loader with separate chambers, and is mentioned by both 
Douglas and Hammersly as in ise during the 19th century, and, 
I believe, somewhat earlior. 


LANTAKA. A brass swivel. gun of small bore, five or six feet long, 
and used by the Sulu pirate craft. Etymology dubious, but the 
word may have a connection with the Portugese "Lantchara", or 
"Lancharan" and French "Lantiono", both denoting a smell type 
of row galley on the coast of China. "Lancharan" in Maley £ 
quick, nimble, while "lLanner® in German and French is the fel: 
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Oddly, a falconet would be about the same size and bore as 


the caehetin, which piece was called to my attention by our 
editor, Nashe 


LBATHER GUN. These guns are said to have been used as early as 
1349 by the Venstians, and were also used in 1626 by the 
Swedes under Gustavus Adolphus, being at that time in calibers 

from l-pounders to 4=pounders. They were a type of hand gun, 
and were discarded about 1631 because they became so heated 

as to ignite the charge involuntarily. Hammersly, who gives 

a good description of them, says that they were about eight 
calibers long and consisted of a copper tube, with a bronze 
breech secured in its end by screws, the whole covered with 
several layers of mastic and wrapped with rope or twine. Over 
this was applied a smooth, even coat of plaster, and the fini- 
shed gun then covered with leather. These were muzzlce—-loaders, 
and were fitted with trunions, and probably used as swivels. 


LEGITIMATH. A term applied to guns of usuel or standard basic 
proportions. Thus the double-fortified would be heavier, and 
© the bastard cannon lighter than the legitimate piece. (Woe 


refer to the thickness of metal, and not to the longth or bore 
of the gun.) 


LOMBARD or LOLBARDIA. Cannon made by the Lombards, a German 


people who invaded and conquered the north and oonter of 
Italy. Thoy were famous as gun-founders. 


LONG GUN simply denotes a gun of more than usual levigth, that is, 
longer than the standard pieces in use at the period. As sea 
cannon wero often fifteon calibors in length in the 18th cen- 


tury, @ picce of ocightoon or twenty calibers would be a "long 
gun". 


LONG MEDIUM. Really a long gun of modium thickness of motal. 
Possibly a bastard cannon of oxtra length. 


LONG TOM. A nickname for a long gun when used as a bow~chaser 
or as @ pivot-gun. The torm did not apply to canron in bate 
tery even when they wore of the same size. It did apply to 
almost any of tho larger calibers from the long 9-pounders to 
the long 32-pounders when used singly or in pairs as bafore 


montioned, particularly the muzzle-loaders of the 18th and 
19th conturilese 


® MEDIUM. Applios to guns of medium woight and standard length. 
MBLVILLADE. 


Seo Carronado. 


MINION. Ffoulkes says evolution uncertain — possibly a term of 
endearment. Most dictionaries aro in agreement that the aty- 


4 
i sat 
4 
9 
= 
+) 
5 
4 


MORTAR, from the French "mortier". 


‘have already cast 76 Cannon, 32 and 24 Pounders, for the Frigates 


mology is dubious, although apparently from tho French "mignon", 
dainty, a darling, mistress or paramour = one highly favored, 
or a favorod child, also (contemptuously) a servant. Tho name 
used from the 16th to tho 18th centuries invariably applied to 
@ light piece of three inches or so bore and some four pounds 
weight of shot, the length being up to about es feet. Capt. 
John Smith, in "1627, lists them as an: i inch bora, 
1,000 pounds in weight. 


Believed by some writers to have 
been the origin of the term "murthering piece" or "murderer". 

(I belive it more likely that the term originated with the word 
"nmeurtrierres", which see.) The mortar was a short, heavy piece 
of large caliber and seems to have been a variation or develop-— 
ment of the bombard. They were at first exclusively land or 
seige pieces and were not used afloat. Even as late as 1627 
Capt. John Smith said there was no use for “morters" at sea. 

The word "mortar" was, according to Hammersly, first used in 
1456. Those of 1606 were, according to St. Julian, of 6", 12" 
and 18" calibers and had their trunnions in the middle. (Know- 
ledge of the bomb and mortar was introduced from Holland into 
France by Malthus in 1634.) These pieces were first used at sea 
in 1679 by the French in attacking Algiers, according to Ward, 
and special vessels were constructed for them called "galliot a 
bombes" — later the bomod=-ketch, sometimes called "bomb". Sea 
mortars were never used on other vessels, and their trunnions 
were always at the breech — never in the middle like the howit- 
zer.e Muller says sea mortars were much heavier than land mortars 
and says the usual sizes were the 10 inch and 13 inch. The Ital- 
ian "Trabucci" were about the samee. Sea mortars were always 
smooth=bore, muzzle-loaders, and did not fire solid shot, but 
used the hollow bomb or "carcasse" intended for them. Their use 
at sea seems to have ended with Porter's mortar batteries in the 
Civil War. In the mortar class are also the coehorn, royal, 
petard, stone-mortar, and partridge-mortar, which see. 


(To be continued.) 


The Workmen at the.Hope Furnace (in the Vicinity of this Town) 


and Fortifications of the Unitod States. They are ornamented with 
the American Hagle, and are allowed by good Judges to be equal to 
any Iron Guns from the Foundries of Europe. They are cast solid 

and bored by Water; this it is supposed to add to their Strength, 
as they stand the severest Prcof, @ Number of them having been tried 
under the Inspection of an Engineer appointed by the Government for 
this Purpose who has expressed his entire Approbation of them, and 
pronounces the Metal to be of an excellent Quality. 


-The Providence Gazetts, February 14, 179° 
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NOTES-QUERIEBS-ANSWERS 
CONRAD AND THB "OTAGO" 


More than 25 years ago whon reading Conrad's "Shadow Line", 
the question occured to me — Who was-.the Captain who died and was 
buried at sea and whose place Conrad filled in the bark OTAGO 
back: in 1888? How old was hs? Did he have a name or family, etc.?7 
It was of special interest to me, and finally after many years I 
did contact the living members of the family of the Captain who 

; found a "roomy grave" at the entrance to the Gulf of Siam and 
whose picture Conrad painted in colors that caused considerable 
stir among the family and friends when the book "Shadow Lino" was 
published. - iy noxt point of interest was to find a victure of 
the OTAGO, Conrad's only command, as she must have appsared ur.der 
sail. So far, though many friends and ship lovers in various 
parts of the world are helping, I am still in hopos. 

—Capt. Pe Ae McDonald, 510 Bellvue North, Seattle, Wash. 


THR SHIP "LIVE OAK" 


Would like information about the ship LIVE OAK which sailed 
into Charleston (S.C.) Harbor sometime in colonial days and 
started the rage for building ships from live oak timber. I 
think I read it in an articlo in the Naval Institute Proceedings, 
but I can’t find it again, 

~Bruco Grant, i4 East 28th Street, New York, Ne Ye 


NYLON RIGGING 


‘I would bo interested in hearing strong opinions for and 
against the uso of nylon cord in model rigging. With its many 
properties ideal for modolmaking, the only objection I have hoard 
is that nylon tonds to bocore brittlo whon oxposed to sunlight 
Ovor a long poriod of timc. However, it is doubtful that anyone 
would kecop his fine or fair modol in diroct sunlight. In any 
case tho lasting qualities of nylon cord are littlo difforent 
than those of tho cellulose acotato gluos commonly used in modol 
making. 

-John Le Shedd, 499 Broad Avenuo, Leonia, N. J. 


Does anyone havo any exporicncoe with nylon fish line as 
running rigging? It hugs the blocks woll. 
~J. Ms Minuso, 501 Franklin Street, Port Chestor, N. Ye 


Soo note on Ship Modol Rigging this numbor SNL. 


4 
4 
4 
Ady 
aa: 
| 
: 
7 
7 
Ag 
" 
~ 


SAILING GUNBOATS OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY 


The original drawing is the proprty of the Franklin Insti- 
tute, Philadelphia, Pa., although not mentioned. ir. Yarnall did 
not illustrate the "barn door ruddar" used by the gallet when 
sailing into the wind. He has also omitted the blocks, cleats and 
tackle in the plan view which give a good indication of the gun 
handling apparatus required to work the guns. He further says, 
"Recently, an unpublished plan was discovered", this is not true, 
since that plan was discovered about ten years ago, and I furnish- 
ed a copy to the Office of Naval Records & Library at that time. 
Furthermore, with the permission of the Franklin Institute, I pub- 
lished and copyrighted a plan of that galley, to a scale of 1/2" 

to the foot in 1940, and it has been sold to modelmakers by Bliss 
and Fisher since that time. Mre Yarnall may be right in stating 
that the galley was probably rigged with a single lateen sail, but 
I am inclined to think that she was rigged with two lateen sails 

as old paintings and woodcuts wnersy show the smail rowing galleys 
often were. -Thomas Hornsby 


SHIP MODEL RIGGING 


The name “cuttyhunk" is simply a trade name and many lines 
are made up with a linon finish to resemble that material. Cotton, 
.8ilk and Nylon are unsuitable for rigging. Only linen should be 
purchased, and the reputable manufacturer so marks his product. 

The Customs examinor informs me that Belgian linen is superior to 
the Irish product. The linen should be hard laid and the lay should 
be clearly discernable. It would be better to buy the linen in 
natural color, tinting to a desper color for running rigging and 
dying black for standing rigging. When waxing the line cut a patch 
of old leather, say one inch by two inches, fold in half, and the 
resulting friction will melt the hard wax into the line. I have 
burnt my fingers too many times trying to wax the line by hand. 
-~Thomas Hornsby 


4& LONG 32-POUNDER BRASS CANON 


In the drawing of the long 32=-pounder should not the forward 
trucks be larger than the after trucks, to allow for the camber of 
the deck? The carriage is unusual in another respect in that it 
has no breast pieco or bolster to act as a bumper against the in- 
side of the bulwark. What is the origin of this plan? 
~Thomas Hornsby 


The forward whoels should be larger than the after whesls be~ 
cause of tho camber of the decke The carriage has a downward siope 
aft when tho wheols are on a level floor. -=Bruce Grant 
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DAHLGREN GUN 


In tho caso of the Dahlgren Gun tho carriago was first made 
of wood, but in 1862 duo to tho scarcity of good material iron 
carriages wore substituted. Probably the first class of Use S-« 
vessels carrying the Dahigrons wore those of the WABASH in 1855. 
Tho MERRIWAC, ono of the WABASH class vossols visited Bngland 
soon aftor complotion and tho British pross printod tho following 
commont on hor armamont: 
"The form of tho guns of the MBRRIMAC is very oculiar. 
They are amazingly thick at tho breoch, and vory thin in what 
is called the chase, that part of tho gun lying betwoon the 
trunnions and the mugzlo. They are peculiar, too, in not hav- 
ing a hindor truck, ‘s0”that the forco of recoil is very much 
doadoned by friction of the carriago against the deck. Tho 
gun recoils sufficiently, however, for the purpose of conveni- 
ont roloading, and when charged it has to be thrust out tho 
porthole again. As the hinder truck has been romovod an equi- 
valont must bo found. Accordingly, a truck is extoemporizod by 
 ] thrusting under the gun-carriago a little truck, of peculiar 
construction, attached to the ond of a handspiko., Tho cloaner, 
technically called a-sponge, commonly made of lamb's skin, is 
mado of bristles sot in wood — a voritablo brush in point of 
fact, of a shapo oxactly suitod to tho chambor of tho gun. 
Tho rammor is sOmowhat hollowad out, the bettor to press homo 
the sholl. Tho MBRR IMAC 28 a perfect model of a beautiful 
frigate." -Thomas Hornsby 


U. S. 3. FRANKLIN 


The FRANKLIN (111) was not rebuilt in 1853. A survey was 
made upon both the CONSTELLATION and the FRANKLIN in 1852 by John 
Lenthall, Chief Naval Constructor and plans were prepared by him 
for their reconstruction. The FRANKLIN was found to be too rote 
ten to rebuild however, and the vessel was taken apart. A new 
vessel was built over a period of ten or twelve years, the con- 
tract for her engines not being let until the middle of 1863. 

The plan’ of the new ship was also drawn by Lenthall. Several 
authorities list her as being completed in 1865. Osbon, in 1864, 
lists her as “unfinished". -Thomas Hornsby 


LAUNCHING MODELS 


I would like to get in touch with someone who has built a 
@ "launching model" of a’ frigate or other large ship, and has his 
model on the ways, in the cradle and all set to launch. 
~Bruce Grant, 14 fast 28th Street, New York, Ne Ye. 
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SECRETARY'S NOTES 


I am in receipt of a letter from the "Foundation for the 
Original U. S. S. Michigan" wherein they disclose their seleo— 
tion of the worst possible of alternate plans for commemorating 
the old MICHIGAN. Yeu will recall that the MICHIGAN was built 
in 1843-44 at Erie, Pennsylvanic and was the first iron steamer 
in the U. S. Navy. She has vee: an orphan since 1923. In 1926 
the Navy tried to give her to Erie and Zrie tried not to accept 
her. Mr. He Re Spencer, of Brie, organized the Foundation for 
the Preservation of the Original U. S. S. Michigan, Inc., and 
it was hoped that the question of ownership would finally be 
settled. On June 22nd President Truman signed a bill approving 
the sale of the MICHIGAN to the Foundation. The old ship has 
been laying in the mud at Erie for years now while the people 
interested in her were trying to get the title straighter 3d out. 
Now that the title is in the hands of the Foundation they have 
decided to out the bow off and plant it in a hunk of concrete 
resembling an ice-box. Of course, all the rest of the ship is 
to be scrapped, with the exception of a few pieces that are being 
scattered around to various museums. This, mind you, is to com- 
memorate a 105-year old ship — a battleship that never fired a 
shot in anger —- a ship that guarded the peace on one of the long- 
est international boundary lines in the world = a ship that should 
be preserved as a symbol of PRACE, not WAR - a ship that was a 
decided departure from conventional construction practices at the 
time of her building and deserves to be preserved intact for this 
reason if no other. There are any number of good reasons why the 
MICHIGAN deserves to be reLuilt — failing that, there are any 
number of good reasons why the MICHIGAN deserves to be left laying 
in the mud as she has been — after extended discussions with many 
people of many interests I fail to see even one poor reason for 
breaking her up. I hope this makes the rest of you just as damned 
mad as I am and I hope you won't be backward about blasting to 
anyone that will listen - especially to such organizations as the 
Carnagie Endowment for International Peace (700 Jackson Place, NW, 
Washington, D. C.), the Foundation for the Original U. S. S. Michi- 
gan, the Newcomen Society, and any other organizations where you 
might be able to raise a spark of indignation. In case you're a 
little hazy on the MICHIGAN (later renamed the WOLVERINE) look 
into her - she's been written up in Neptune, Inland Seas, Steam 
boat Bill of Facts and many other places. 


July saw the launching of a fine little bi-monthly publica- 
tion, LOG CHIPS, by Member John Lyman. It is a "periodical pub- 
lication of recent maritime history", and the. Editor's Foreword 
informs us that it has been "created to preserve and disseminate 
in a concise form the researches of the Hditor and his correspon- 
dents". Those familiar with the researches of John Lyman, as are 
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the readers of "The Americen Neptune", “Sea Breezes", "Tiller", 
"Mast", U.S. N. I. "Proceedings", "Mariner's Mirror", and 
"Marine Digest", will expect some mighty fine articles to 
appear in his own publication. Our best wishes to LOG CHIPS. 
The subscription rato is one dollar for twelve issues and can 
be obtained from the Bditiozr at 606 Avenue E, Washington 19, 

D. C. (Note: After August 23rd the address will be 7606 Foster 
Street, Washington 19, D. C.) 


Member J. Me Minuso, of Port Chester, New York sends tha 
following sad nows; 

"Hundreds of friends all over the country and particular- 
ly those interested in Gloucester fishing vessels will be 
saddened at the passing of Lewis Henry Story, of Essex, 
liassachusetts. lr. Story was 75 yoars old. He was the son 
of the late Newton and Louise (Brown) Story, having been born 
March 17, 1873 and passed away on Saturday, July 10th. Mr. 
Howard I. Chapelle once said of him, 'He knows more about 
fishing vessels than any other living man.' Lewis Story 
specialized in builder's half models. He also cut the let- 
ters denoting name and port of hail on hundreds cf vessels. 
The beautiful scrolls about the hawse pipe holes are also 
his work. Of late yoars, lir. Story has also designed many 
vessels. He is also credited with having compiled a list of 
3400 vessols built at Essox, he boing the only one to have 
such information. Lewis Story will be remembored by his 
many frionds as « guiet, friendly and cooperative gontleman. 
Mre Story livod vith his sister, Mrs. Ethel Boynton, at 
Essex." 


Member Minuse also sends the following note of interest 
concerning his noighbor, iiiss Kitty Osborn, 100 yoars of age. 
"iiss Kitty's uncle was a sea captain with whom she often 
travelled. Duriag the Civil War she watched a soa ongage— 
ment of tho MONITOR, in company with its builder, John 
Ericcson, invontor of tho screw propeller. She was in Char- 
leston Harbor, aboard a Union frigate during tho second and 
unsuccessful attompt to take the Southorn City." 


Word comos from Membor Captain Leighton Robinson, of Mill 
Valley, California that he is now in tho yacht brokerage busi- 
ness. Anyono that wants to buy a yacht should contact tho 
Captain. I havo asked for an option on the first paddle-wheel 
steamer that he gots. Who's a hoathon? 


Mombor J. Forroll Colton, of Flagstaff, Arizona, in a 
bulletin from tho Intornational Maritime Bxchango »asges the 
word that the stool 4—mast bark MOSHULU (ex=DREADNCJGHT, ex- 
KURT) is now lying at Borgon, Norway and is up for sale, the 
prico being about %12,000. Tho MOSHULU made hor last voyage 
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under the American flag undor the command of Momber Captain P, A. 
McDonald, of Seattlo, Washington. 


Last month I had tho pleasure of ationding the quarterly 
mecting of the Maritimo Roscarch Socioty of Sen Diogo hold on 
board tho old Alaska Packs: STAR OF INDIA. Aftor a fine dinnor, 
tho likos of which I'm suio the STAR Oi: INDIA novor fed in hor 
"Packor" days, a formor Erginooring Officer of tho U. S. S. RAMAPO 
entortainod us with anocdotos of *ho time ho spont in hor and told 
of the discovorios of Ramapo Loop and Ramapo Shoals. As tho mcot— 
ing was hold on the ovoning procceding tho 102nd anniversary of tho 
raising of tho Amcrican flag in San Diogo, one of the mombors out- 
linod bricfly that occasion. It was pointod out that although Fro- 
mont is gonerally croditod in tho history books as being tho ono 
w.0 raised tho flag, it was actually raisod by Lisut. S. C. Rowen, 
U. Se Ne, Of the U. S. S. CYANE and that Fremont and his mon ronain= 
od aboard the CYANE until somo four hours aftor tho flag raising. 
Whilo visiting thoro I obtainod the two publications of that Socioty, 
Bullotin No. 1, "Sailing Vossols in tho San Diogo Trado" and Bulle- 
tin No. 2, "Tho Sailing Vossols of tho Pacific Coast and Thoir 
Buildors, 1650-1905" by Mombor John Lyman. . 


I havo a suggostion from ir. Harry D. Hamilton, of Whittior, 
California, that tho NAUTICAL RESZARCH GUILD ombark on a joint ro- 
scarch problom. How about somo suggestions concerning this from 
tho rest of yous. It sounds liko a good idoa and woll within tho 
scone of our work. Thorc's plonty to bo done so lot's got to work 
On somcthing. 


Now mombors this month inoludoe Mr. Thomas A. Stovons, of Mystic, 
Connocticut, Managing Diroctor of tho Marino Historical Association, 
Inc., who is particularly intorostod in maritimo Connocticut. He 
has bocn to soa in sail and stoam in both tho morchant and naval 
sorvicos. lire Stovons seys “Wo aro building tho now Mallory Momo- 
rial Building to houso tho hiellory Colloction; tho old Scaport dov— 
olopmont is now basically undor way, filling and bulkhoading boing 
nearly complotod to Ship Yerd Point, and tho actual stroat layout 
is in the proliminary stago. 4&4 Gonoral Storo and Post Offico is 
boing roconstructod; tho Spar Snod is undor construction and sevoral 
othor buildings, including tho Counting Houso, Smith ship shop and 
firo ongino houso will go into pormanont locetions as soon as wo can 
roach thet point. A now Yacht Dock and drodging around samo is in 
progrosse Wiss liariorio Dont Candoo, Editor of "Tho Loqkout", 
publishod by tho Soaman's Church Instituto of Now York. Sho contri- 
butos articlos rogularly to "Motorboating" and has writton articlos 
for N. Y. Timos, N. Y. Horald Tribuno, "Marine Journal", "Nautical 
Gazotto", otc. Rocontly sho had tho privologo of sailing aboard tho 
squaro-riggod training ship DANMARK (Capt. Knud Hanson) St. 
Croix, Virgin Islands to St. Thomas. Was froquontly aboard tho 
JOSEPH CONRAD whon undor tho command of Captain Alan Villiors. Has 
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sailed in three-masted schoo.iers in Chesapeake Bay and Penobscot 
Bay. Last February she sailad aboard a cattleboat from Trinidad 
to Jamaica; in March, aboard a turtle schooner from Grand Cayman 
to Isle of Pines. She knew Capt. Felix Reisenberg and went with 
him and’ Christopher Morley aboard the TUSITALA, then owned by 
James Farrell. Miss Candee also owns a cabin cruiser. Mr. John 
L. Shedd, of Leonia, New Jersey, who with his partner, Mr. - 
lone, operate Model Shipways. Mr. Harry Eckstein, of New York 
City, a shipmodeler specializing in merchant and naval sailing 
ships. Mr. Eckstein is a former President of the New York Ship 
Model Club. Capt. P. Ae McDonald, of Seattle, Washington. He 
writes: "It is quite awhiie since I first went to sea - Septem 
ber, 1896. The first years were spent in British deepwater ships 
and later in American square-riggers engaged chiefly in the off- 
shore trade. In 1905 I made my first voyage as an officer, Sec- 
ond Mate of the full rigged snip WILLIAM H. MACY, and then fol- 
lowed years as Second Wate and First Mate of such oraft as the 
bark CARONDELET, ship CHARLES BE. MOODY, ship HENRY FAILING, ship 
WILLIAM H. SMITH, schooners OCEAN VANCES, MBLROSB, H. K. HALL, 

WARD R. WEST, F. M. SLADB, CARRIER DOVE, the five-masted scho~ :. 
Oner CRESCENT, and the barkentine LAHAINA. Have commanded such 
vessels as the four-masted bark FLYING CLOUD (ex—BUCKINGHAM), 
schooner CORONA, barkentine JANE L. STANFORD, ship DUNSYRE, four- 
masted bark WILLIAL DOLLAR and the four-masted bark MOSHULU of 
recent memory." His specialty is Conrad, and since typing the 
page containg his que:y for a ‘picture of the OTEGO I note that 
some reader of Sea Br3ezes writes that he has such a picture. I 
hope this is the answer to your long seach Captain. A recent 
letter from Member Captain Fobinson reveals Captain McoDoneld as 
"one of the few 'pukka' sailing shipmasters of the present day." 
In 1940—41 Captain McDonald ran a series of articles on "Record 
Passages in Pacific" in the Marine Digest. lir. Thomas Hornsby, 
of Cheltenham, Pennsylvania, Master Model Maker of the Philadel- 
phia Ship Model Society for the last six years. He has had art 
icles published in Ths Mariner, The American Neptune and The Cre- 
ative Arts. Mr. Horn3by and a friend produce the "Seagull" plans 
sold by James Bliss C». and A» Je Fisher. He has been building 
ship models for about sixteen years and for the past seven or 
eight years has been >onstantly engaged in repairing ship models 
for museums, private >sollectors and insurance companies. Mr. 
Hornsby specializes i121 clipper ship rigging and U. Se Naval ves- 
sels of the 19th century. A hearty welcome to you all. 


How about a repo-t from some of you Pennsylvania people on 
that English ship that was recently discovered on the bottom of 
the Delaware River. ‘The ship was thought to have been sunk about 
1750 and was located ibout the first of the month by an Army 
dredge. Later anothe: obstruction was encountered which was be- 
lieved to be the deck of another ship. 
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sailed in three-masted schoo.iers in Chesapeake Bay and Penobscot 
Bay. Last February she sailad aboard a cattleboat from Trinidad 
to Jamaica; in March, aboard a turtle schooner from Grand Cayman 
to Isle of Pines. She knew Capt. Félix Reisenberg and went with 
him and’ Christopher Morley aboard the TUSITALA, then owned by 
James Farrell. Miss Candee also owns a cabin cruiser. Mr. John 
L. Shedd, of Leonia, New Jersey, who with his partner, Mr. - 
lone, operate Model Shipways. Mr. Harry Eckstein, of New York 
City, a shipmodeler specializing in merchant and naval sailing 
ships. Mre Eckstein is a former President of the New York Ship 
Model Club. Capt. P. A» McDonald, of Seattle, Washington. He 
writes: "It is quite awhile since I first went to sec —- Septen- 
ber, 1896. The first years were spent in British deepwater ships 
and later in American square-riggers engaged chiefly in the off- 
shore trade. In 1905 I made my first voyage as an officer, Sec- 
ond Mate of the full rigged snip WILLIAM H. MACY, and then fol- 
lowed years as Second Mate and First Mate of such oraft as the 
bark CARONDBLET, ship CHARLES BE. MOODY, ship HENRY FAILING, ship 
WILLIAM HK. SMITH, schooners OCEAN VANCE, MBLROSH, H. K. HALL, 

WARD R. WEST, F. M. SLADB, CARRIER DOVE, the five-masted scho~ :. 
Oner CRESCENT, and the barkentine LAHAINA. Have commanded such 
vessels as the four-masted bark FLYING CLOUD (ex—BUCKINGHAM), 
schooner CORONA, barkentine JANE L. STANFORD, ship DUNSYRE, four- 
masted bark WILLIAM DOLLAR and the four-masted bark MOSHULU of 
recent memory." His specialty is Conrad, and since typing the 
page containg his que:y for a picture of the OTEGO I note that 
some reader of Sea Br3ezes writes that he has such a picture. I 
hope this is the answer to your long seach Captain. A recent 
letter from Member Captain Fobinson reveals Captain MicDoneld as 
"one of the few ‘pukka’ sailing shipmasters of the present day." 
In 1940-41 Captain McDonald ran a series of articles on "Regord 
Passages in Pacific" in the Marine Digest. Mr. Thomas Hornsby, 
of Cheltenham, Pennsylvania, Master Model Maker of the Philadel- 
phia Ship Model Society for the last six years. He has had art- 
icles published in Ths Mariner, The American Neptune and The Cre- 
ative Arts. Mr. Horniby and a friend produce the "Seagull" plans 
sold by James Bliss CC». and A» Je Fisher. He has been building 
ship models for about sixteen years and for the past seven or 
eight years has been sonstantly engaged in repairing ship models 
for museums, private »:o0llectors and insurance companies. 
Hornsby specializes i1 clipper ship rigging and U. Se. Naval ves- 
sels of the 19th century. A hearty welcome to you all. 


How about a repoct from some of you Pennsylvania people on 
that English ship that was recently discovered on the bottom of 
the Delaware River. ‘The ship was thought to have been sunk about 
1750 and was located bout the first of the month by an Army 
dredge. Later anothe:: obstruction was encountered which was be- 
lieved to be the deck of another ship. 
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Member John M. Minuse is on the prowl in Salem, Bssex and .. 
Gloucester this month - looking for new data on fishing schooners, 
of course = hope some good articles for SML are forthcoming. 


Our poet, Driftwood Gaff, sends along another of his efforts. 
He says this one was inspired by watching a tender punting over 
new and shiny _— in New York Harbor. 


Just A Harbor Buoy 


I'm just a harbor buoy, 
A'floatin' on the soa. 
I'm just a harbor buoy, 
But the ships all notice me. 
I'm just.a harbor buoy 
And my number's twenty-nine. 
@ I'm just. a harbor buoy. 
Look, my paint is new and fine. 
I'm just a harbor buoy - 
On the job all night. 
Itm just a harbor buoy 
. And I flash a warning light. 
I'll de just a harbor buoy 
'Till my job is done. 
Are you like 2 harbor buoy 
A'helpin' every one? 
“brit twood Gaff 


THE PARIS SHIP LOVERS CLUB 


The Paris’ Ship Lovers Club is an informal group of people 
interested in shipping and especially in ship pictures. Mect- 
ings are held two or three times a month at the home of its 
founder, M. Moreau. - The group was formed about two years ago. 
The most congenial spirit and enthusiasm prevails at the mest— 
ings, which feature the history of ships and the exchange of 
photographs, negatives end post cards. The specialty of the club 
is the merchant shipping of the Port of Le Havre. In addition 
to the members living in Paris there are also corresponding mem-.- 
bers living in Algiers, Marseilles, Le Havre, Cannes and Laval. 
The members vary in age from 20 to 52. Some of the more import- 
_ ant collections of photographs belonging to members are the Mor- 
eau Collection of 2500 negatives, the Meslon Collection of 500 
negatives and 10,000 photographs, and the Artot Collection of 
6.000 photographs. The present Chairman is Rear Admiral M. Adan, 
Commanding the Naval Staff Officer's Academy and the Secretary is 
the Comte de Mesion, of Asnieres. -Robert A. Nash 
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